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In The Political Power of Bad Ideas, Mark Schrad uses one of the greatest oddities of modern history--the
broad diffusion throughout the Western world of alcohol-control legislation in the early twentieth century--to
make a powerful argument about how bad policy ideas achieve international success. His could an idea that
was widely recognized by experts as bad before adoption, and which ultimately failed everywhere, come to
be adopted throughout the world? To answer the question, Schrad utilizes an institutionalist approach and
focuses in particular on the United States, Sweden, and Russia/the USSR.

Conventional wisdom, based largely on the U.S. experience, blames evangelical zealots for the success of the
temperance movement. Yet as Schrad shows, ten countries, along with numerous colonial possessions,
enacted prohibition laws. In virtually every case, the consequences were disastrous, and in every country the
law was ultimately repealed. Schrad concentrates on the dynamic interaction of ideas and political
institutions, tracing the process through which concepts of dubious merit gain momentum and achieve
credibility as they wend their way through institutional structures. He also shows that national policy and
institutional environments count: the policy may have been broadly adopted, but countries dealt with the
issue in different ways.

While The Political Power of Bad Ideas focuses on one legendary episode, its argument about how and why
bad policies achieve legitimacy applies far more broadly. It also extends beyond the simplistic notion that
"ideas matter" to show how they influence institutional contexts and interact with a nation's political actors,
institutions, and policy dynamics.
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From reader reviews:

Jenifer Bell:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book The Political Power of Bad Ideas: Networks,
Institutions, and the Global Prohibition Wave had been making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication The Political Power of
Bad Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and the Global Prohibition Wave is not only giving you far more new
information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time
to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book The Political Power of Bad Ideas: Networks,
Institutions, and the Global Prohibition Wave. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Aimee Simmons:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Political
Power of Bad Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and the Global Prohibition Wave is kind of publication which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Susan Peterson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Political Power of Bad Ideas: Networks, Institutions,
and the Global Prohibition Wave can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Guadalupe McCoy:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
definitely The Political Power of Bad Ideas: Networks, Institutions, and the Global Prohibition Wave.
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