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At what point did machines and technology begin to have an impact on the cultural consciousness and
imagination of Europe? How was this reflected through the art and literature of the time? Was technology a
sign of the fall of humanity from its original state of innocence or a sign of human progress and mastery over
the natural world? In his characteristically lucid and captivating style, Jonathan Sawday investigates these
questions and more by engaging with the poetry, philosophy, art, and engineering of the period to find the
lost world of the machine in the pre-industrial culture of the European Renaissance.

The aesthetic and intellectual dimension of these machines appealed to familiar figures such as Shakespeare,
Francis Bacon, Montaigne, and Leonardo da Vinci as well as to a host of lesser known writers and artists in
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. This intellectual engagement with machines in the European
Renaissance gave rise to new attitudes towards gender, work and labour, and even fostered the new sciences
of artificial life and reason which would be pursued by figures such as Descartes, Hobbes, and Leibniz in the
seventeenth century.

Writers, philosophers and artists had mixed and often conflicting reactions to technology, reflecting a
paradoxical attitude between modern progress and traditional values. Underpinning the enthusiastic creation
of a machine-driven world, then, were stories of loss and catastrophe. These contradictory attitudes are part
of the legacy of the European Renaissance, just as much as the plays of Shakespeare or the poetry of John
Milton. And this historical legacy helps to explain many of our own attitudes towards the technology that
surrounds us, sustains us, and sometimes perplexes us in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Harris:

In other case, little persons like to read book Engines of the Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the Rise
of the Machine. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important a new book Engines of the Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the Rise of the Machine. You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Anthony Anderson:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Engines of the Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the Rise of the
Machine book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer associated with Engines of the Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the Rise of
the Machine content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Engines of the
Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the Rise of the Machine is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Linda Livingston:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Engines of the
Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the Rise of the Machine which is having the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's notice.

Ruth Little:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Engines of the Imagination: Renaissance Culture and the Rise
of the Machine can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than
the others?
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