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From Kirk Douglas, Hollywood royalty and bestselling author of The Ragman’s Son and My Stroke of
Luck, comes the candid story of the making of Spartacus, the blockbuster film that broke the blacklist

One of the world’s most iconic movie stars, Kirk Douglas has distinguished himself as a producer,
philanthropist, and author of ten works of fiction and memoir. Now, more than fifty years after the release of
his enduring epic Spartacus, Douglas reveals the riveting drama behind the making of the legendary
gladiator film. Douglas began producing the movie in the midst of the politically charged era when
Hollywood’s moguls refused to hire anyone accused of Communist sympathies. In a risky move, Douglas
chose Dalton Trumbo, a blacklisted screenwriter, to write Spartacus. Trumbo was one of the “Unfriendly
Ten,” men who had gone to prison rather than testify before the House Un-American Activities Committee
about their political affiliations. Douglas’s source material was already a hot property, as the novel Spartacus
was written by Howard Fast while he was in jail for defying HUAC.
 
With the financial future of his young family at stake, Douglas plunged into a tumultuous production both
on- and off-screen. As both producer and star of the film, he faced explosive moments with young director
Stanley Kubrick, struggles with a leading lady, and negotiations with giant personalities,
including Sir Laurence Olivier, Charles Laughton, Peter Ustinov, and Lew Wasserman. Writing from his
heart and from his own meticulously researched archives, Kirk Douglas, at ninety-five, looks back at his
audacious decisions. He made the most expensive film of its era—but more importantly, his moral courage
in giving public credit to Trumbo effectively ended the notorious Hollywood blacklist.
 
A master storyteller, Douglas paints a vivid and often humorous portrait in I Am Spartacus! The book is
enhanced by newly discovered period photography of the stars and filmmakers both on and off the set.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacobs:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline I Am
Spartacus!: Making a Film, Breaking the Blacklist suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous
writer in this era. The book untitled I Am Spartacus!: Making a Film, Breaking the Blacklistis the main one
of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When
you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Carol Berry:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this I Am
Spartacus!: Making a Film, Breaking the Blacklist.

Wesley Mansour:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled I
Am Spartacus!: Making a Film, Breaking the Blacklist your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get previous to. The I Am Spartacus!: Making a Film, Breaking the Blacklist giving you one more
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life with
this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Andrew Purdie:

This I Am Spartacus!: Making a Film, Breaking the Blacklist is new way for you who has fascination to look
for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little digest in reading this I Am Spartacus!: Making a Film, Breaking the
Blacklist can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by



anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there
isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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