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The conquest and colonization of the Americas resulted in all kinds of exchanges, including the transmission
of diseases and the sharing of medicines to treat them. In this book, Kelly Wisecup examines how European
settlers, Native Americans, and New World Africans communicated medical knowledge in early America,
and how the colonists represented what they learned in their literatures.

Against the prevailing view that colonial texts provide insight only into their writers' perspectives, Wisecup
demonstrates that Europeans, Natives, and Africans held certain medical ideas in common, including a
conception of disease as both a spiritual and a physical entity, and a belief in the power of special rituals or
prayers to restore health. As a consequence, medical knowledge and practices operated as a shared form of
communication on which everyone drew in order to adapt to a world of devastating new maladies and
unfamiliar cures.

By signaling one's relation to supernatural forces, to the natural world, and to other people, medicine became
an effective means of communicating a variety of messages about power and identity as well as bodies and
minds. Native Americans in Virginia and New England, for example, responded to the nearly simultaneous
arrival of mysterious epidemics and peoples by incorporating colonists into explanations of disease, while
British American colonists emphasized to their audiences back home the value of medical knowledge drawn
from cross-cultural encounters in the New World.
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From reader reviews:

Sonja Johnson:

Here thing why this specific Medical Encounters: Knowledge and Identity in Early American Literatures
(Native Americans of the Northeast) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Medical
Encounters: Knowledge and Identity in Early American Literatures (Native Americans of the Northeast)
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
publication that similar with Medical Encounters: Knowledge and Identity in Early American Literatures
(Native Americans of the Northeast). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Medical Encounters: Knowledge and Identity in Early American
Literatures (Native Americans of the Northeast) in e-book can be your alternative.

Patricia Clay:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Medical Encounters:
Knowledge and Identity in Early American Literatures (Native Americans of the Northeast) is kind of book
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Elizabeth Frizzell:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Medical Encounters: Knowledge and Identity in Early American Literatures (Native Americans
of the Northeast), you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Patricia Carter:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or



picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Medical Encounters: Knowledge and Identity in Early
American Literatures (Native Americans of the Northeast) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.
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