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Ovid’s Art and the Wife of Bath examines how Ovid’s Ars amatoria shaped the erotic discourses of the
medieval West. The Ars amatoria circulated in medieval France and England as an authoritative treatise on
desire; consequently, the sexualities of the medieval West are haunted by the imperial Roman constructions
of desire that emerge from Ovid’s text. The Ars amatoria ironically proposes the erotic potential of violence,
and this aspect of the Ars proved to be enormously influential. Ovid’s discourse on erotic violence provides a
script for Heloise’s epistolary expression of desire for Abelard. The Roman de la Rose extends the directives
of the Ars with a rhetorical flourish and poetic excess that tests the limits of Ovidian irony. While Christine
de Pizan critiqued the representations of erotic violence in the Rose, Chaucer appropriates the Ovidian
discourse from the Roman de la Rose to construct the Wife of Bath—a female figure that today's readers find
uncannily familiar. Well written and provocative, this book will interest scholars of premodern literature,
especially those who work on Medieval English and French, as well as classical, texts. Marilynn Desmond
draws on feminist and queer theory, which places Ovid’s Art and the Wife of Bath at the cutting edge of
debates in gender and sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Jones:

Here thing why this specific Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of Erotic Violence are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of Erotic Violence
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of Erotic Violence. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Ovid's Art
and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of Erotic Violence in e-book can be your alternative.

Thomas Bedwell:

Often the book Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of Erotic Violence has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
author makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after looking over this book.

Jody Vinson:

Why? Because this Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of Erotic Violence is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Maria Green:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of Erotic Violence was
filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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