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The traditional view of puritans is that they were killjoys - serious, austere, gloomy people who closed
theatres and abolished Christmas. This book, based on extensive original research, presents a different view.
Focusing on both the writings of the leading Independent divine, Ralph Venning, and also on his pastoral
work in the 1640s and 1650s when he was successively chaplain to the Tower of London and vicar of St
Olave's, Southwark, the book reveals a much neglected strand of puritan theology. This emphasised the
importance of inner happiness and the development of a personal piety which, the author argues, was similar
in its nature to medieval mysticism, not that different from the piety promoted by earlier metaphysical
preachers, and not at all driven by the predestinarian ideas usually associated with puritans, ideas liable to
induce a sense of helplessness and despair. In addition, the book reassesses the role of Emmanuel College,
Cambridge, where Venning was educated, in shaping puritan thought, discusses Max Weber's ideas about
puritanism and capitalism especially in relation to recreation and leisure activities, and demonstrates that
Venning's strand of puritanism favoured toleration, moderation and church unity to a much greater degree
than is usually associated with puritans.
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From reader reviews:

Ariane Swanson:

Here thing why this Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning,
c.1621-1674 are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in
the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Puritanism and the Pursuit of
Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Puritanism and the
Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Puritanism
and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 in e-book can be
your substitute.

Suzanne Ferris:

The knowledge that you get from Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of
Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 could be the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words
the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Puritanism and
the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone
who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having that Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The
Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 instantly.

Victor Elias:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You will see that
now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to you
personally is Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning,
c.1621-1674 this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book
acceptable all of you.



Wm Mills:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Puritanism and the Pursuit of
Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 which is getting the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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