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“Clarence Lusane is one of America’s most thoughtful and critical thinkers on issues of race, class and
power.”—Manning Marable

"Barack Obama may be the first black president in the White House, but he's far from the first black person
to work in it. In this fascinating history of all the enslaved people, workers and entertainers who spent time in
the president's official residence over the years, Clarence Lusane restores the White House to its true
colors."—Barbara Ehrenreich

"Carefully documents the travails of a polity in which African-Americans were so essential and prevalent,
but that struggled endlessly to maintain, then dismantle, the institution of slavery. … A lively, opinionated
survey, telling a story that the textbooks too often overlook."—Kirkus Reviews

"Those who think they know their presidents may be in for surprises in Clarence Lusane's fascinating social
history."—USA Today

"Lusane is an elegant, impassioned writer, and the book—which is full of stories we’d never encountered in
American History 101—is totally engrossing.—The Observer's "Very Short List"

The Black History of the White House presents the untold history, racial politics, and shifting significance of
the White House as experienced by African Americans, from the generations of enslaved people who helped
to build it or were forced to work there to its first black First Family, the Obamas.

Clarence Lusane juxtaposes significant events in White House history with the ongoing struggle for
democratic, civil, and human rights by black Americans and demonstrates that only during crises have
presidents used their authority to advance racial justice. He describes how in 1901 the building was officially
named the “White House” amidst a furious backlash against President Roosevelt for inviting Booker T.
Washington to dinner, and how that same year that saw the consolidation of white power with the departure
of the last black Congressmember elected after the Civil War. Lusane explores how, from its construction in
1792 to its becoming the home of the first black president, the White House has been a prism through which
to view the progress and struggles of black Americans seeking full citizenship and justice.

Dr. Clarence Lusane has published in The Washington Post, The Miami Herald, The Baltimore Sun,
Oakland Tribune, Black Scholar, and Race and Class. He often appears on PBS, BET, C-SPAN, and other
national media where he has discussed international relations, global black politics, economic globalization
and new technologies, cultural issues, and multilateral narcotics policy. The author of several books and
former editor of the journal Black Political Agenda, he has edited newsletters for a number of national non-
profit organizations.
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From reader reviews:

Margherita Pettit:

The book The Black History of the White House (City Lights Open Media) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book
The Black History of the White House (City Lights Open Media)? Several of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now,
try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book The Black History of the White House (City Lights Open Media) has
simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by
open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

James Pierce:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The Black History of the White House (City Lights Open Media) book
is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer involving The Black History of the White House (City Lights Open Media) content conveys prospect
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Black History of the White House (City Lights Open
Media) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Lloyd North:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Black History of the White House (City
Lights Open Media) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism The Black History of the
White House (City Lights Open Media) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This
is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
an additional sixth sense.

Francis Lopez:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be examine. The Black
History of the White House (City Lights Open Media) can be your answer given it can be read by you
actually who have those short free time problems.
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