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Lester A. Walton was a well-known public figure in his day. An African American journalist, cultural critic,
diplomat, and political activist, he was an adviser to presidents and industrialists in a career that spanned the
first six decades of the twentieth century. He was a steadfast champion of democracy and lived to see the
passage of major civil rights legislation. But one word best describes Walton today: forgotten.

Exploring the contours of this extraordinary life, Susan Curtis seeks to discover why our collective memory
of Walton has failed. In a unique narrative of historical research, she recounts a fifteen-year journey, from
the streets of Harlem and “The Ville” in St. Louis to scattered archives and obscure public records, as she
uncovers the mysterious circumstances surrounding Walton’s disappearance from national consciousness.
And despite numerous roadblocks and dead ends in her quest, she tells how she came to know this
emblematic citizen of the American Century in surprising ways.

In this unconventional book—a postmodern ghost story, an unprecedented experiment in life-
writing—Curtis shares her discoveries as a researcher. Relating her frustrating search through long-
overlooked documents to discover this forgotten man, she offers insight into how America’s obsession with
race has made Walton’s story unwelcome. She explores the treachery, duplicity, and archival accidents that
transformed a man dedicated to the fulfillment of American democracy into a shadowy figure.

Combining anecdotal memories with the investigative instincts of the historian, Curtis embraces the
subjectivity of her research to show that what a society forgets or suppresses is just as important as what it
includes in its history.  Colored Memories is a highly original work that not only introduces readers to a
once-influential figure but also invites us to reconsider how we view, understand, and preserve the past.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Pryor:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Colored Memories: A Biographer's Quest for the Elusive Lester A.
Walton book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer involving Colored Memories: A Biographer's Quest for the Elusive Lester A.
Walton content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Colored
Memories: A Biographer's Quest for the Elusive Lester A. Walton is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

William Leighty:

This Colored Memories: A Biographer's Quest for the Elusive Lester A. Walton is brand-new way for you
who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Colored
Memories: A Biographer's Quest for the Elusive Lester A. Walton can be the light food for yourself because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Doris Moreno:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Colored Memories: A Biographer's Quest for the Elusive Lester A.
Walton was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.

Joel Newsom:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.



You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Colored Memories: A Biographer's Quest for the Elusive Lester A. Walton when you
desired it?
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