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In Cold Fear: The Catcher in the Rye Censorship Controversies and Postwar American Character Pamela
Hunt Steinle

In Cold Fear examines the censorship controversies over J. D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye as a cultural
debate occurring across America, 1954-present. Catcher presents a narrative in which adolescent embrace of
American ideals of individualism and egalitarianism lead to criticism and rejection of dominant postwar
social practices—a narrative as threatening to some adults as it is heartening to others. Attempts to remove
Catcher from high schools as an "un-American" text have generated continuous and extensive controversy,
distinguishing it as one of the most frequently taught postwar novels—and the most frequently censored.

Treating Catcher as a cultural Rorschach test, In Cold Fear tracks debate discourse in open-ended interviews,
public media, editorial letters, and in school board and community meetings in Alabama, California, New
Mexico, and Virginia. Debate participants express common agreement with Salinger’s critique of postwar
American life but divide over whether adolescents should be either exposed to or protected from this
perspective. The peculiar angst of the debate is explained by participants’ articulation of a wizening of the
American spirit: a declining vision of American exceptionalism, recognition of social powerlessness, and
fearfulness of an uncertain American future rooted in the threat of nuclear annihilation.

In Cold Fear provides historical post-holes for understanding how differing audiences interpreted Catcher
and offers a suggestive context for understanding the contemporary anxieties of America’s "troubled teens."
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From reader reviews:

Merideth Davis:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve IN COLD FEAR: THE CATCHER IN THE RYE
CENSORSHIP CONTRO will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable
book with you?

Tanya Minor:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book IN COLD FEAR: THE CATCHER IN
THE RYE CENSORSHIP CONTRO. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Clifford Stoner:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual IN COLD FEAR: THE CATCHER IN
THE RYE CENSORSHIP CONTRO is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Lillian Vaughn:

The publication with title IN COLD FEAR: THE CATCHER IN THE RYE CENSORSHIP CONTRO has a
lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.
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