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Saffron-robed monks and long-haired gurus have become familiar characters on the American popular
culture scene. Jane Iwamura examines the contemporary fascination with Eastern spirituality and provides a
cultural history of the representation of Asian religions in American mass media. Encounters with monks,
gurus, bhikkhus, sages, sifus, healers, and masters from a wide variety of ethnic backgrounds and religious
traditions provided initial engagements with Asian spiritual traditions. Virtual Orientalism shows the
evolution of these interactions, from direct engagements with specific individuals to mediated relations with
a conventionalized icon: the Oriental Monk. Visually and psychically compelling, the Oriental Monk
becomes for Americans a ''figure of translation''--a convenient symbol for alternative spiritualities and modes
of being. Through the figure of the solitary Monk, who generously and purposefully shares his wisdom with
the West, Asian religiosity is made manageable-psychologically, socially, and politically--for popular culture
consumption. Iwamura's insightful study shows that though popular engagement with Asian religions in the
United States has increased, the fact that much of this has taken virtual form makes stereotypical
constructions of "the spiritual East" obdurate and especially difficult to challenge.
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From reader reviews:

John Masterson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Virtual Orientalism: Asian Religions and
American Popular Culture is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Gina Keller:

The book untitled Virtual Orientalism: Asian Religions and American Popular Culture contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Joyce Williams:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Virtual Orientalism:
Asian Religions and American Popular Culture which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.

Clark Abeyta:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the Virtual Orientalism: Asian Religions and American Popular Culture when you essential
it?
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