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A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK

“[An] extraordinarily wide-ranging and engaging book [about] the men who shaped the work of
Charles Darwin . . . a book that enriches our understanding of how the struggle to think new thoughts
is shared across time and space and people.”—The Sunday Telegraph (London)
 
Soon after the publication of On the Origin of Species, Charles Darwin received an unsettling letter that
accused him of taking credit for a theory that had already been discovered by others. Realizing his error of
omission, Darwin tried to trace all of the natural philosophers who had laid the groundwork for his theory,
but he found that history had already forgotten many of them.
 
Rebecca Stott goes in search of these ghosts, telling the epic story of the discovery of evolution and natural
selection from Aristotle to the ninth-century Arab writer Al-Jahiz to Leonardo da Vinci to the brilliant
naturalists of the Jardin des Plantes to Alfred Wallace and Erasmus Darwin, and finally to Charles Darwin
himself. Evolution was not discovered single-handedly. It was an idea that was advanced over centuries by
daring individuals across the globe who had the imagination to speculate on nature’s extraordinary
ways—and the courage to articulate such speculations at a time when to do so was often considered heresy.
 
Praise for Darwin’s Ghosts

“Absorbing . . . Stott captures the breathless excitement of an investigation on the cusp of the unknown. . . .
A lively, original book.”—The New York Times Book Review
 
“Stott’s research is broad and unerring; her book is wonderful. . . . An exhilarating romp through 2,000 years
of fascinating scientific history.”—Nature
 
“Stott brings Darwin himself to life. . . . [She] writes with a novelist’s flair. . . . Darwin and the ‘ghosts’ so
richly described in Ms. Stott’s enjoyable book are the descendants of Aristotle and Bacon and the ancestors
of today’s scientists.”—The Wall Street Journal
 
“Riveting . . . Stott has done a wonderful job in showing just how many extraordinary people had speculated
on where we came from before the great theorist dispelled all doubts.”—The Guardian (U.K.)
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From reader reviews:

Lou Bryant:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Darwin's Ghosts: The Secret History
of Evolution will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Charles Bryce:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Darwin's Ghosts: The Secret History of
Evolution is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Edwina Hinkle:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you
a lot of new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
several ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Darwin's Ghosts: The Secret History of Evolution, you could tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Harold Fleming:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Darwin's Ghosts: The Secret History of
Evolution reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Darwin's Ghosts: The
Secret History of Evolution as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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