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The perfect St. Patrick's Day gift, and a book in the best tradition of popular history -- the untold story of
Ireland's role in maintaining Western culture while the Dark Ages settled on Europe.

Every year millions of Americans celebrate St. Patrick's Day, but they may not be aware of how great an
influence St. Patrick was on the subsequent history of civilization. Not only did he bring Christianity to
Ireland, he instilled a sense of literacy and learning that would create the conditions that allowed Ireland to
become "the isle of saints and scholars" -- and thus preserve Western culture while Europe was being
overrun by barbarians.

In this entertaining and compelling narrative, Thomas Cahill tells the story of how Europe evolved from the
classical age of Rome to the medieval era. Without Ireland, the transition could not have taken place. Not
only did Irish monks and scribes maintain the very record of Western civilization -- copying manuscripts of
Greek and Latin writers, both pagan and Christian, while libraries and learning on the continent were forever
lost -- they brought their uniquely Irish world-view to the task.

As Cahill delightfully illustrates, so much of the liveliness we associate with medieval culture has its roots in
Ireland. When the seeds of culture were replanted on the European continent, it was from Ireland that they
were germinated.

In the tradition of Barbara Tuchman's A Distant Mirror, How The Irish Saved Civilization reconstructs an
era that few know about but which is central to understanding our past and our cultural heritage. But it
conveys its knowledge with a winking wit that aptly captures the sensibility of the unsung Irish who
relaunched civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take How the Irish Saved Civilization: The Untold Story
of Ireland's Heroic Role From the Fall of Rome to the Rise of Medieval Europe (The Hinges of History) as
the daily resource information.

Catherine Crider:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the guide untitled How the Irish Saved Civilization: The Untold Story of Ireland's Heroic Role
From the Fall of Rome to the Rise of Medieval Europe (The Hinges of History) can be good book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Angela Hampton:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, along with soon. The How the Irish Saved Civilization: The Untold Story of Ireland's Heroic
Role From the Fall of Rome to the Rise of Medieval Europe (The Hinges of History) provide you with a new
experience in examining a book.

Terry Burrows:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific How the Irish Saved Civilization: The Untold Story of
Ireland's Heroic Role From the Fall of Rome to the Rise of Medieval Europe (The Hinges of History) can
give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make



anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have How the Irish Saved Civilization:
The Untold Story of Ireland's Heroic Role From the Fall of Rome to the Rise of Medieval Europe (The
Hinges of History).
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