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Today the classics of the western canon, written by the proverbial “dead white men,” are cannon fodder in
the culture wars. But in the 1950s and 1960s, they were a pop culture phenomenon. The Great Books of
Western Civilization, fifty-four volumes chosen by intellectuals at the University of Chicago, began as an
educational movement, and evolved into a successful marketing idea. Why did a million American
households buy books by Hippocrates and Nicomachus from door-to-door salesmen? And how and why did
the great books fall out of fashion?

In A Great Idea at the Time Alex Beam explores the Great Books mania, in an entertaining and strangely
poignant portrait of American popular culture on the threshold of the television age. Populated with
memorable characters, A Great Idea at the Time will leave readers asking themselves: Have I read
Lucretius’s De Rerum Natura lately? If not, why not?
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Sharrow:

This A Great Idea at the Time: The Rise, Fall, and Curious Afterlife of the Great Books are usually reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this A Great Idea at the
Time: The Rise, Fall, and Curious Afterlife of the Great Books can be one of many great books you must
have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that
perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this A Great Idea at the Time: The
Rise, Fall, and Curious Afterlife of the Great Books forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Andrea Winburn:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this A Great Idea at the Time: The Rise, Fall, and
Curious Afterlife of the Great Books e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty A
Great Idea at the Time: The Rise, Fall, and Curious Afterlife of the Great Books as good book not just by the
cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Megan Kelly:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A Great Idea at the Time: The Rise,
Fall, and Curious Afterlife of the Great Books which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.

James Martin:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of A Great Idea at the Time: The Rise, Fall, and Curious
Afterlife of the Great Books can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book
you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have A Great



Idea at the Time: The Rise, Fall, and Curious Afterlife of the Great Books.
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