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Picture, if you can, a world without glass. There would be no microscopes or telescopes, no sciences of
microbiology or astronomy. People with poor vision would grope in the shadows, and planes, cars, and even
electricity probably wouldn't exist. Artists would draw without the benefit of three-dimensional perspective,
and ships would still be steered by what stars navigators could see through the naked eye.

In Glass: A World History, Alan Macfarlane and Gerry Martin tell the fascinating story of how glass has
revolutionized the way we see ourselves and the world around us. Starting ten thousand years ago with its
invention in the Near East, Macfarlane and Martin trace the history of glass and its uses from the ancient
civilizations of India, China, and Rome through western Europe during the Renaissance, Enlightenment, and
Industrial Revolution, and finally up to the present day. The authors argue that glass played a key role not
just in transforming humanity's relationship with the natural world, but also in the divergent courses of
Eastern and Western civilizations. While all the societies that used glass first focused on its beauty in jewelry
and other ornaments, and some later made it into bottles and other containers, only western Europeans
further developed the use of glass for precise optics, mirrors, and windows. These technological innovations
in glass, in turn, provided the foundations for European domination of the world in the several centuries
following the Scientific Revolution.

Clear, compelling, and quite provocative, Glass is an amazing biography of an equally amazing subject, a
subject that has been central to every aspect of human history, from art and science to technology and
medicine.
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From reader reviews:

James Shafer:

The particular book Glass: A World History has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some
research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading
this book.

Annette Carroll:

Glass: A World History can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every
word into joy arrangement in writing Glass: A World History but doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Phillip Herzog:

This Glass: A World History is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some information as it relief
your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who
still having small amount of digest in reading this Glass: A World History can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think
that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

James Kyles:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to
as of book Glass: A World History. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it
can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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