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During the years between the world wars, a small but dynamic community of African American jazz
musicians left the United States and settled in Paris, creating a vibrant expatriate musical scene and
introducing jazz to the French. While the Harlem Renaissance was taking off across the Atlantic, entertainers
in Montmartre, the epicenter of the Parisian scene, contributed enthusiastically to a culture that thrived for
two decades, until the occupation of the city by German troops on June 18, 1940. In Harlem in Montmartre,
William Shack takes a fascinating look at this extraordinary cultural moment, one in which African
American musicians could flee the racism of the United States to pursue their lives and art in the relatively
free context of bohemian Europe. His book is the first comprehensive treatment of the rise and decline of the
African American music community in Paris; in it, he considers the international dimensions of black
experience in the modern era and explores the similarities and differences of Harlem-style jazz and culture in
Europe and America.

Shack focuses on some of the principal actors who played critical roles in shaping the jazz scene in
Montmartre--Josephine Baker, Sidney Bechet, and Bricktop--but he also discusses others who opened clubs,
underwrote loans, and contributed their musical talents to this unparalleled experiment. As an anthropologist,
Shack pays particular attention to the club culture. He describes the musicians' experiences, the settings in
which they performed, and the response of French audiences.

Shack's meticulous research and encyclopedic knowledge of Montmartre's jazz culture, including the people
and places involved, make this a riveting, authoritative work. Seamlessly fusing biographical, sociological,
and historical details, he brings this unique era to life and demonstrates how the Paris jazz scene played a
crucial role in legitimizing jazz--both in Europe and the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Coghlan:

This Harlem in Montmartre: A Paris Jazz Story Between the Great Wars tend to be reliable for you who want
to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Harlem in Montmartre: A Paris Jazz Story
Between the Great Wars can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Harlem in Montmartre: A Paris Jazz Story Between the Great Wars forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Michele Reynolds:

This book untitled Harlem in Montmartre: A Paris Jazz Story Between the Great Wars to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication
from your list.

Carol Boissonneault:

The book untitled Harlem in Montmartre: A Paris Jazz Story Between the Great Wars contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
learn.

Penny Stout:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is
Harlem in Montmartre: A Paris Jazz Story Between the Great Wars.
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