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Righteous Violence examines the struggles with the violence of slavery and revolution that engaged the
imaginations of seven nineteenth-century American writers—Margaret Fuller, Ralph Waldo Emerson,
Frederick Douglass, Henry David Thoreau, Louisa May Alcott, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Herman Melville.

These authors responded not only to the state terror of slavery and the Civil War but also to more
problematic violent acts, including unlawful revolts, insurrections, riots, and strikes that resulted in
bloodshed and death. Rather than position these writers for or against the struggle for liberty, Larry J.
Reynolds examines the profoundly contingent and morally complex perspectives of each author. Tracing the
shifting and troubled moral arguments in their work, Reynolds shows that these writers, though committed to
peace and civil order, at times succumbed to bloodlust, even while they expressed ambivalence about the
very violence they approved. For many of these authors, the figure of John Brown loomed large as an
influence and a challenge. Reynolds examines key works such as Fuller’s European dispatches, Emerson’s
political lectures, Douglass’s novella The Heroic Slave, Thoreau’s Walden, Alcott’s Moods, Hawthorne’s
late unfinished romances, and Melville’s Billy Budd.

In addition to demonstrating the centrality of righteous violence to the American Renaissance, this study
deepens and complicates our understanding of political violence beyond the dichotomies of revolution and
murder, liberty and oppression, good and evil.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Arnold:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Righteous Violence: Revolution, Slavery, and the
American Renaissance as your daily resource information.

James Brady:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Righteous Violence: Revolution, Slavery, and the
American Renaissance can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Shawn Martinez:

Precisely why? Because this Righteous Violence: Revolution, Slavery, and the American Renaissance is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Shirley Vega:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Righteous Violence: Revolution, Slavery, and the American Renaissance can make you



experience more interested to read.
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