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An unflinching look at the aspiring city-builders of our smart, mobile, connected future.

We live in a world defined by urbanization and digital ubiquity, where mobile broadband connections
outnumber fixed ones, machines dominate a new "internet of things," and more people live in cities than in
the countryside.

In Smart Cities, urbanist and technology expert Anthony Townsend takes a broad historical look at the forces
that have shaped the planning and design of cities and information technologies from the rise of the great
industrial cities of the nineteenth century to the present. A century ago, the telegraph and the mechanical
tabulator were used to tame cities of millions. Today, cellular networks and cloud computing tie together the
complex choreography of mega-regions of tens of millions of people.

In response, cities worldwide are deploying technology to address both the timeless challenges of
government and the mounting problems posed by human settlements of previously unimaginable size and
complexity. In Chicago, GPS sensors on snow plows feed a real-time "plow tracker" map that everyone can
access. In Zaragoza, Spain, a "citizen card" can get you on the free city-wide Wi-Fi network, unlock a bike
share, check a book out of the library, and pay for your bus ride home. In New York, a guerrilla group of
citizen-scientists installed sensors in local sewers to alert you when stormwater runoff overwhelms the
system, dumping waste into local waterways.

As technology barons, entrepreneurs, mayors, and an emerging vanguard of civic hackers are trying to shape
this new frontier, Smart Cities considers the motivations, aspirations, and shortcomings of them all while
offering a new civics to guide our efforts as we build the future together, one click at a time.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Smart Cities: Big Data, Civic Hackers,
and the Quest for a New Utopia. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Winston Nakashima:

This Smart Cities: Big Data, Civic Hackers, and the Quest for a New Utopia are generally reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Smart Cities: Big Data, Civic Hackers, and the
Quest for a New Utopia can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this Smart Cities: Big Data, Civic Hackers, and the Quest for a New Utopia
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that
we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Joel Kiser:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled Smart
Cities: Big Data, Civic Hackers, and the Quest for a New Utopia your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get just before. The Smart Cities: Big Data, Civic Hackers, and the Quest for a New Utopia
giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your
better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Dennis Utley:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Smart Cities: Big Data, Civic
Hackers, and the Quest for a New Utopia which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.
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