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This rich, wide-ranging book explores Italy's national film style by relating it closely to politics and to the
historicist thought of Croce, Gentile, and Gramsci. Here is a new kind of film history--a nonlinear,
intertextual approach that confronts the total story of the growth of a national cinema while challenging the
traditional formats of general histories and period studies. Examining Italian silent films of the fascist era
through neorealism to modernist filmmaking after May 1968, Angela Dalle Vacche reveals opera and the
commedia dell'arte to be the strongest influences. As she presents the whole history of Italian cinema from
the standpoint of a dialectic between these two styles, she offers brilliant interpretations of individual films.
The "body in the mirror" is the national self-image on the screen, which changes shape in response to
historical and political context. To discover how the nation represents, understands, and recognizes this
fictional "body," Dalle Vacche discusses changes in the strongest parameters of Italian cinema: allegory,
spectacle, body, history, unity, and continuity. In her hands these concepts yield a wealth of insights for film
scholars, art historians, political scientists, and those concerned with cultural studies in general, as well as for
other educated readers interested in Italian cinema.

Originally published in 1992.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Gray:

This The Body in the Mirror: Shapes of History in Italian Cinema (Princeton Legacy Library) book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Body in the Mirror: Shapes of History in Italian
Cinema (Princeton Legacy Library) without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical
in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Body in the Mirror: Shapes of History in Italian
Cinema (Princeton Legacy Library) can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This The Body in the Mirror: Shapes
of History in Italian Cinema (Princeton Legacy Library) having good arrangement in word and also layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Eric Bass:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top
list in your reading list will be The Body in the Mirror: Shapes of History in Italian Cinema (Princeton
Legacy Library). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Dorothy Payne:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This publication The Body in the Mirror: Shapes of History in Italian Cinema
(Princeton Legacy Library) was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to
get book which you wanted.

Sophie Clark:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you also know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about
something by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The
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