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Now in a thoroughly revised and updated edition, this classic text presents a comprehensive survey of the
many alternative theories that attempt to explain the causes of interstate war. For each theory, Greg Cashman
examines the arguments and counterarguments, considers the empirical evidence and counterevidence
generated by social-science research, looks at historical applications of the theory, and discusses the theory’s
implications for restraining international violence.

Among the questions he explores are: Are humans aggressive by nature? Do individual differences among
leaders matter? How might poor decision making procedures lead to war? Why do leaders engage in
seemingly risky and irrational policies that end in war? Why do states with internal conflicts seem to become
entangled in wars with their neighbors? What roles do nationalism and ethnicity play in international
conflict? What kinds of countries are most likely to become involved in war? Why have certain pairs of
countries been particularly war-prone over the centuries? Can strong states deter war? Can we find any
patterns in the way that war breaks out? How do balances of power or changes in balances of power make
war more likely? Do social scientists currently have an answer to the question of what causes war?

Cashman examines theories of war at the individual, substate, nation-state, dyadic, and international systems
level of analysis. Written in a clear and accessible style, this interdisciplinary text will be essential reading
for all students of international relations.
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From reader reviews:

Margherita Pettit:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this What Causes War?: An Introduction to Theories of International Conflict.

Johanna Land:

This What Causes War?: An Introduction to Theories of International Conflict usually are reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this What Causes War?: An
Introduction to Theories of International Conflict can be one of several great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that might be will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this What Causes War?: An
Introduction to Theories of International Conflict forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Opal Moffett:

This book untitled What Causes War?: An Introduction to Theories of International Conflict to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher
of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Irving Tarkington:

What Causes War?: An Introduction to Theories of International Conflict can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing
What Causes War?: An Introduction to Theories of International Conflict yet doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This
great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.
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