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Respecting Childhood critically examines modern day views and practices related to children and childhood.

It begins with a discussion of how Western society conceptualizes and often idealizes children as being
fragile, innocent and 'incompetent' (or 'immature'). Childhood is often reduced by adults to being seen as
preparation for the future, instead of being viewed as a stage of life worthy of respect in its own right. This is
evidenced in parenting styles, practices and structures in schools, and media representations. As a result of
these views of childhood, many extreme ways of living and working with children have been proposed, from
over-permissiveness on the one hand, to a call for a 'back to basics' strict style of discipline and education on
the other.

Childhood is now seen as being so complex that parents and teachers frequently feel the need to seek out and
follow often conflicting 'expert advice' on how to raise and teach children, rather than following their natural
instincts and common sense.

Respecting Children advocates a more balanced approach, calling for views of children that allow them to be
children, and to live their childhood in the present, rather than constantly having to follow the dubious
proposition of 'maximizing' their learning and development in order to become more competitive, successful
adults in the future.

Each chapter explores a different aspect of children's lives, such as their relationships with others, their
capabilities, their behaviour, and looks to how these compare in the different contexts of society, home and
school life. 'Windows on research', case studies and discussion questions engage the reader, making this
book accessible for undergraduate students of courses such as Childhood Studies, Early Childhood
Education and Education Studies, and to those of MA Education and MA Childhood and Society
programmes.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Wren:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Respecting Childhood book since this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jennifer Galaviz:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Respecting Childhood as your daily resource information.

Santa McNabb:

Respecting Childhood can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
place every word into delight arrangement in writing Respecting Childhood but doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Isaac Lewis:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Respecting Childhood can give you a lot
of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Respecting Childhood.
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