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The great myths of the world create meaning out of the fundamental events of human existence: birth, death,
conflict, loss, reconciliation, the cycle of the seasons. They speak to us of life itself in voices still intelligible,
yet compellingly strange and distant. World Mythology offers readers an authoritative and wide-ranging
guide to these enduring mythological traditions, combining the pure narrative of the myths themselves with
the background necessary for more complete understanding.

Here, noted mythology expert Roy Willis, brings together a team of nineteen leading scholars navigate a
clear path through the complexities of myth as they distill the essence of each regional tradition and focus on
the most significant figures and the most enthralling stories. All aspects of the world's key mythologies are
covered, from tales of warring deities and demons to stories of revenge and metamorphosis; from accounts of
lustful gods and star-crossed human lovers to journeys in the underworld. All are told at length and are
accompanied by illuminating and readable introductory text. Also included are summaries of important
theories about the origins and meaning of myth, and an examination of themes that recur across a range of
civilizations.

Beautifully illustrated with more than 500 color photographs, works of art, charts, and maps, World
Mythology offers readers the most accessible guide yet to the heritage of the world's imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Langdon:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book World Mythology: The Illustrated Guide. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book
World Mythology: The Illustrated Guide. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Jo Lee:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take World Mythology: The Illustrated Guide as the daily
resource information.

Lee Henry:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
examine. World Mythology: The Illustrated Guide can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have
those short time problems.

Teresita Donahue:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this World Mythology: The Illustrated Guide can make you really feel more interested
to read.
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