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In America today, the problem of achieving racial justice--whether through "color-blind" policies or through
affirmative action--provokes more noisy name-calling than fruitful deliberation. In Color Conscious, K.
Anthony Appiah and Amy Gutmann, two eminent moral and political philosophers, seek to clear the ground
for a discussion of the place of race in politics and in our moral lives. Provocative and insightful, their essays
tackle different aspects of the question of racial justice; together they provide a compelling response to our
nation's most vexing problem.

Appiah begins by establishing the problematic nature of the idea of race. He draws on the scholarly
consensus that "race" has no legitimate biological basis, exploring the history of its invention as a social
category and showing how the concept has been used to explain differences among groups of people by
mistakenly attributing various "essences" to them. Appiah argues that, while people of color may still need to
gather together, in the face of racism, under the banner of race, they need also to balance carefully the calls
of race against the many other dimensions of individual identity; and he suggests, finally, what this might
mean for our political life.

Gutmann examines alternative political responses to racial injustice. She argues that American politics
cannot be fair to all citizens by being color blind because American society is not color blind. Fairness, not
color blindness, is a fundamental principle of justice. Whether policies should be color-conscious, class
conscious, or both in particular situations, depends on an open-minded assessment of their fairness.
Exploring timely issues of university admissions, corporate hiring, and political representation, Gutmann
develops a moral perspective that supports a commitment to constitutional democracy.

Appiah and Gutmann write candidly and carefully, presenting many-faceted interpretations of a host of
controversial issues. Rather than supplying simple answers to complex questions, they offer to citizens of
every color principled starting points for the ongoing national discussions about race.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other
is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Color Conscious book as
nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Audrey Rivas:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Color Conscious as the daily resource information.

Emilie Lechner:

The book Color Conscious will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to
you. The book Color Conscious is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just looking for the Color Conscious when you essential it?
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