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This first critical biography of Arturo Islas (19381991) brings to life the complex and overlapping worlds
inhabited by the gay Chicano poet, novelist, scholar, and professor. Gracefully written and deeply
researched, Dancing with Ghosts considers both the larger questions of Islas's life—his sexuality, racial
identification, and political personality—and the events of his everyday existence, from his childhood in the
borderlands of El Paso to his adulthood in San Francisco and at Stanford University. Frederick Aldama
portrays the many facets of Islas's engaging and often contradictory personality. He also explores Islas's
coming into the craft of poetry and fiction—his extraordinary struggle to publish his novels, The Rain God,
La Mollie and the King of Tears, and Migrant Souls—as well as his pivotal role in paving the way for a new
generation of Chicano/a scholars and writers.

Through a skillful interweaving of life history, criticism, and literary theory, Aldama paints an unusually rich
and wide-ranging portrait of both the man and the eventful times in which he lived. He describes Islas's
struggle with polio as a child, his near-death experience and ileostomy as a thirty-year-old beginning to
explore his queer sexuality in San Francisco in the 1970s, and his fatal struggle with AIDS in the late 1980s.
Drawing from hundreds of unpublished letters, lecture notes, drafts of essays, novels, and poetry archived at
Stanford University, Aldama also deals frankly with the controversies that swirled around Islas's
impassioned love life, his drug addictions, and his scholarly and professional career as one of the first
Chicano/a professors in the United States. He discusses the importance of Islas's pioneering role in bridging
Anglo, Latin American, Chicano/a, and European storytelling styles and voices. Dancing with Ghosts
succeeds brilliantly both as an account of a fascinating life that embraced many different worlds and as a
chronicle of the grand historical shifts that transformed the late-twentieth-century American cultural
landscape.
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From reader reviews:

James Rose:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Dancing with Ghosts: A Critical Biography of Arturo Islas.

Chad West:

The knowledge that you get from Dancing with Ghosts: A Critical Biography of Arturo Islas is a more deep
you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but Dancing with Ghosts: A Critical Biography of Arturo Islas giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Dancing with Ghosts: A Critical
Biography of Arturo Islas instantly.

Teresa Riggs:

The reserve untitled Dancing with Ghosts: A Critical Biography of Arturo Islas is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Dancing with Ghosts: A Critical Biography of Arturo
Islas from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Derek Clancy:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be read.
Dancing with Ghosts: A Critical Biography of Arturo Islas can be your answer given it can be read by a
person who have those short spare time problems.
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