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Gods in the Bazaar is a fascinating account of the printed images known in India as “calendar art” or “bazaar
art,” the color-saturated, mass-produced pictures often used on calendars and in advertisements, featuring
deities and other religious themes as well as nationalist leaders, alluring women, movie stars, chubby babies,
and landscapes. Calendar art appears in all manner of contexts in India: in chic elite living rooms, middle-
class kitchens, urban slums, village huts; hung on walls, stuck on scooters and computers, propped up on
machines, affixed to dashboards, tucked into wallets and lockets. In this beautifully illustrated book, Kajri
Jain examines the power that calendar art wields in Indian mass culture, arguing that its meanings derive as
much from the production and circulation of the images as from their visual features.

Jain draws on interviews with artists, printers, publishers, and consumers as well as analyses of the prints
themselves to trace the economies—of art, commerce, religion, and desire—within which calendar images
and ideas about them are formulated. For Jain, an analysis of the bazaar, or vernacular commercial arena, is
crucial to understanding not only the calendar art that circulates within the bazaar but also India’s
postcolonial modernity and the ways that its mass culture has developed in close connection with a
religiously inflected nationalism. The bazaar is characterized by the coexistence of seemingly incompatible
elements: bourgeois-liberal and neoliberal modernism on the one hand, and vernacular discourses and
practices on the other. Jain argues that from the colonial era to the present, capitalist expansion has depended
on the maintenance of these multiple coexisting realms: the sacred, the commercial, and the artistic; the
official and the vernacular.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Richard:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very
own spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read
a book allowed Gods in the Bazaar: The Economies of Indian Calendar Art (Objects/Histories)? Maybe it is
to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Mary Nixon:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you don't know
which one you should start with. This Gods in the Bazaar: The Economies of Indian Calendar Art
(Objects/Histories) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Evelyn Roberts:

The guide with title Gods in the Bazaar: The Economies of Indian Calendar Art (Objects/Histories) includes
a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone,
so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Alice Billups:

This Gods in the Bazaar: The Economies of Indian Calendar Art (Objects/Histories) is great reserve for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can
declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Gods in the Bazaar: The Economies of Indian Calendar Art (Objects/Histories) in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you
world within ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?
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