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In 1695, workers in Pavia, Italy, chanced upon a collection of bones in the crypt of the Cathedral of San
Pietro in Ciel d'Oro. The workers later testified that they had seen the name of St Augustine written in
charcoal on the surface of the casket they had uncovered. Yet by the time of the official inquest, all traces of
the writing had disappeared. Offering insights into urban literacy and conceptions of reading, this text
explores the controversy that ensued over the alleged discovery of Augustine's bones. Manuscripts,
broadsides, pamphlets - even whole books - were devoted to proving or disproving the authenticity of the
remains. Although these works were addressed to members of the clergy, they were also intended for the
general reading public in Pavia, Milan and Venice. Their dissemination helped create a temporary public
sphere in which the merits of the case were examined in a spirit of free debate. A re-examination of the
dispute over St Augustine's bones illuminates aspects of Catholic spirituality in Northern Italy during the late
17th and early 18th centuries. It also reveals the different ways in which Catholic scholars, local religious
leaders, and the papal administration sought to influence and direct local popular religious belief and
practices. Although the controversy was officially resolved by the papacy in 1728, the debate over the relics
of San Pietro continued into the 20th century. By combining methods developed in the burgeoning field of
the history of the book with the tools of cultural analysis, Harold Stone not only recovers the stories
surrounding St Augustine's bones, but also reconstructs the mental world of those who read or heard them.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly McGahey:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication St. Augustine's Bones: A
Microhistory (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that
will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Laveta Blodgett:

The guide untitled St. Augustine's Bones: A Microhistory (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the
Book) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of St. Augustine's Bones: A
Microhistory (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.

Noah Gardner:

This St. Augustine's Bones: A Microhistory (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) is fresh
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this St. Augustine's Bones: A Microhistory (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) can be the
light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application
form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Barry Whitfield:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book St. Augustine's Bones: A
Microhistory (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve St. Augustine's



Bones: A Microhistory (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) can to be your new friend
when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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