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Whether the product of passion or of a cool-headed decision to use ideas to rationalize excess, the
decimation of the world's libraries occurred throughout the 20th century, and there is no end in sight.
Cultural destruction is, therefore, of increasing concern.

In her previous book Libricide, Rebecca Knuth focused on book destruction by authoritarian regimes: Nazis,
Serbs in Bosnia, Iraqis in Kuwait, Maoists during the Cultural Revolution in China, and the Chinese
Communists in Tibet. But authoritarian governments are not the only perpetrators. Extremists of all
stripes—through terrorism, war, ethnic cleansing, genocide, and other forms of mass violence—are also
responsible for widespread cultural destruction, as she demonstrates in this new book.

Burning Books and Leveling Libraries is structured in three parts. Part I is devoted to struggles by extremists
over voice and power at the local level, where destruction of books and libraries is employed as a tactic of
political or ethnic protest. Part II discusses the aftermath of power struggles in Germany, Afghanistan, and
Cambodia, where the winners were utopians who purged libraries in efforts to purify their societies and
maintain power. Part III examines the fate of libraries when there is war and a resulting power vacuum.

The book concludes with a discussion of the events in Iraq in 2003, and the responsibility of American war
strategists for the widespread pillaging that ensued after the toppling of Saddam Hussein. This case
poignantly demonstrates the ease with which an oppressed people, given the collapse of civil restraints, may
claim freedom as license for anarchy, construing it as the right to prevail, while ignoring its implicit mandate
of social responsibility. Using military might to enforce ideals (in this case democracy and freedom) is futile,
Knuth argues, if insufficient consideration is given to humanitarian, security, and cultural concerns.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Gambino:

Here thing why that Burning Books and Leveling Libraries: Extremist Violence and Cultural Destruction are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Burning Books and Leveling Libraries: Extremist Violence
and Cultural Destruction giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Burning Books and Leveling Libraries: Extremist Violence and
Cultural Destruction. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of Burning Books and Leveling Libraries: Extremist Violence and
Cultural Destruction in e-book can be your alternative.

George Gomez:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could
be taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage
for you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Burning Books and Leveling Libraries:
Extremist Violence and Cultural Destruction as the daily resource information.

Joanne Starks:

You can get this Burning Books and Leveling Libraries: Extremist Violence and Cultural Destruction by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Walter Godinez:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that



on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Burning Books and Leveling Libraries: Extremist Violence and Cultural Destruction can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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