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In its day, spiritualism brought hundreds of thousands of Americans to séance tables and trance lectures. It
has alternately been ridiculed as the apogee of fatuous credulity and hailed as a feminist movement. Its tricks
have been exposed, its charlatans unmasked, and its heroes' names lost to posterity. In its day, however, its
leaders were household names and politicians worried about capturing the Spiritualist vote. Cathy Gutierrez
places Spiritualism in the context of the 19th-century American Renaissance. Although this epithet usually
signifies the sudden blossoming of American letters, Gutierrez points to its original meaning: a cultural
imagination enraptured with the past and the classics in particular, accompanied by a cultural efflorescence.
Spiritualism, she contends, was the religious articulation of the American Renaissance, and the ramifications
of looking backward for advice about the present were far-reaching. The Spiritualist movement, says
Gutierrez, was a 'renaissance of the Renaissance,' a culture in love with history as much as it trumpeted
progress and futurity, and an expression of what constituted religious hope among burgeoning technology
and colonialism. Rejecting Christian ideas about salvation, Spiritualists embraced Platonic and Neoplatonic
ideas. Humans were shot through with the divine, rather than seen as helpless and inexorably corrupt sinners
in the hands of a transcendent, angry God. Gutierrez's study of this fascinating and important movement is
organized thematically. She analyzes Spiritualist conceptions of memory, marriage, medicine, and minds,
explores such phenomena as machines for contacting the dead, spirit-photography, the idea of eternal
spiritual affinity (which implied the necessity for marriage reform), the connection between health and
spirituality, and mesmerism.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Pillar:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Plato's Ghost Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR Theory and
Reflection Series) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to offer to you. The writer regarding Plato's Ghost Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR
Theory and Reflection Series) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to
thinking Plato's Ghost Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR Theory and Reflection Series) is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Gina Hill:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Plato's Ghost Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR Theory and Reflection Series) the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely
can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Plato's Ghost Spiritualism in the
American Renaissance (AAR Theory and Reflection Series) giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Raymond Hollander:

The book untitled Plato's Ghost Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR Theory and Reflection
Series) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order
it. Have a nice learn.

Julio Canfield:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Plato's Ghost Spiritualism in
the American Renaissance (AAR Theory and Reflection Series) or even others sources were given know-



how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book
was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Plato's Ghost Spiritualism in
the American Renaissance (AAR Theory and Reflection Series) to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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