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Drawing on ethnographic research spanning ten years, Antoinette Elizabeth DeNapoli offers a new
perspective on the practice of asceticism in India today. Her work brings to light the little known and often
marginalized lives of female Hindu ascetics (sadhus) in the North Indian state of Rajasthan. Examining the
everyday religious worlds and practices of the mostly unlettered female sadhus, who come from a number of
castes, Real Sadhus Sing to God illustrates that these women experience asceticism in relational and
celebratory ways. They construct their lives as paths of singing to God, which, the author suggests, serves as
the female way of being an ascetic. Examining the relationship between asceticism (sannyas) and devotion
(bhakti) in contemporary contexts, the book brings together two disparate fields of study-yoga/asceticism
and bhakti-using the singing of bhajans (devotional songs) as an orienting metaphor.

This is the first book-length study to explore the ways in which female sadhus perform and thus create
gendered views of asceticism through their singing, storytelling, and sacred text practices, which DeNapoli
characterizes as their "rhetoric of renunciation."
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Weatherspoon:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Real Sadhus
Sing to God: Gender, Asceticism, and Vernacular Religion in Rajasthan (AAR Religion, Culture, and
History)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Rocio Linville:

The knowledge that you get from Real Sadhus Sing to God: Gender, Asceticism, and Vernacular Religion in
Rajasthan (AAR Religion, Culture, and History) will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise
but Real Sadhus Sing to God: Gender, Asceticism, and Vernacular Religion in Rajasthan (AAR Religion,
Culture, and History) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this
particular Real Sadhus Sing to God: Gender, Asceticism, and Vernacular Religion in Rajasthan (AAR
Religion, Culture, and History) instantly.

Arlene Farrar:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Real Sadhus Sing to
God: Gender, Asceticism, and Vernacular Religion in Rajasthan (AAR Religion, Culture, and History)
suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled
Real Sadhus Sing to God: Gender, Asceticism, and Vernacular Religion in Rajasthan (AAR Religion,
Culture, and History)is a single of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core
of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Norma Ochoa:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Real Sadhus Sing to God: Gender, Asceticism, and



Vernacular Religion in Rajasthan (AAR Religion, Culture, and History), you are able to enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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