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Since 1950, the South has undergone the most dramatic political transformation of any region in the United
States. The once Solid-meaning Democratic-South is now overwhelmingly Republican, and long-
disenfranchised African Americans vote at levels comparable to those of whites. In The Rational Southerner,
M.V. Hood III, Quentin Kidd, and Irwin L. Morris argue that local strategic dynamics played a decisive and
underappreciated role in both the development of the Southern Republican Party and the mobilization of the
region's black electorate. Mobilized blacks who supported the Democratic Party made it increasingly
difficult for conservative whites to maintain control of the Party's machinery. Also, as local Republican Party
organizations became politically viable, the strategic opportunities that such a change provided made the
GOP an increasingly attractive alternative for white conservatives. Blacks also found new opportunities
within the Democratic Party as whites fled to the GOP, especially in the deep South, where large black
populations had the potential to dominate state and local Democratic Parties. As a result, Republican Party
viability also led to black mobilization.

Using the theory of relative advantage, Hood, Kidd, and Morris provide a new perspective on party system
transformation. Following a theoretically-informed description of recent partisan dynamics in the South, they
demonstrate, with decades of state-level, sub-state, and individual-level data, that GOP organizational
strength and black electoral mobilization were the primary determinants of political change in the region.
The authors' finding that race was, and still is, the primary driver behind political change in the region stands
in stark contrast to recent scholarship which points to in-migration, economic growth, or religious factors as
the locus of transition. The Rational Southerner contributes not only to the study of Southern politics, but to
our understanding of party system change, racial politics, and the role that state and local political dynamics
play in the larger context of national politics and policymaking.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brown:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Rational Southerner: Black Mobilization,
Republican Growth, and the Partisan Transformation of the American South as the daily resource
information.

Phyllis Kelly:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the whole day to reading a publication. The book The Rational Southerner: Black Mobilization,
Republican Growth, and the Partisan Transformation of the American South it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read
this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Patrice Eubanks:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Rational Southerner:
Black Mobilization, Republican Growth, and the Partisan Transformation of the American South which is
keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Shawn Hoffman:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Rational Southerner: Black Mobilization,
Republican Growth, and the Partisan Transformation of the American South can be the reply, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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