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In The Unpredictability of the Past, an international group of historians examines how collective memories
of the Asia-Pacific War continue to affect relations among China, Japan, and the United States. The
contributors are primarily concerned with the history of international relations broadly conceived to
encompass not only governments but also nongovernmental groups and organizations that influence the
interactions of peoples across the Pacific. Taken together, the essays provide a rich, multifaceted analysis of
how the dynamic interplay between past and present is manifest in policymaking, popular culture, public
commemorations, and other arenas.

The contributors interpret mass media sources, museum displays, monuments, film, and literature, as well as
the archival sources traditionally used by historians. They explore how American ideas about Japanese
history shaped U.S. occupation policy following Japan’s surrender in 1945, and how memories of the Asia-
Pacific War influenced Washington and Tokyo policymakers’ reactions to the postwar rise of Soviet power.
They investigate topics from the resurgence of Pearl Harbor images in the U.S. media in the decade before
September 11, 2001, to the role of Chinese war museums both within China and in Chinese-Japanese
relations, and from the controversy over the Smithsonian Institution’s Enola Gay exhibit to Japanese tourists’
reactions to the USS Arizona memorial at Pearl Harbor. One contributor traces how a narrative
commemorating African Americans’ military service during World War II eclipsed the history of their
significant early-twentieth-century appreciation of Japan as an ally in the fight against white supremacy.
Another looks at the growing recognition and acknowledgment in both the United States and Japan of the
Chinese dimension of World War II. By focusing on how memories of the Asia-Pacific War have been
contested, imposed, resisted, distorted, and revised, The Unpredictability of the Past demonstrates the crucial
role that interpretations of the past play in the present.

Contributors. Marc Gallicchio, Waldo Heinrichs, Haruo Iguchi, Xiaohua Ma, Frank Ninkovich, Emily S.
Rosenberg, Takuya Sasaki, Yujin Yaguchi, Daqing Yang
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From reader reviews:

Maria Bruns:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Unpredictability of the
Past: Memories of the Asia-Pacific War in U.S.–East Asian Relations (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Phillip Permenter:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled The Unpredictability of the Past: Memories of the Asia-Pacific War in U.S.–East Asian
Relations (American Encounters/Global Interactions) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
just before. The The Unpredictability of the Past: Memories of the Asia-Pacific War in U.S.–East Asian
Relations (American Encounters/Global Interactions) giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it,
like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Kim Deyoung:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Unpredictability of the Past: Memories of the Asia-Pacific War in
U.S.–East Asian Relations (American Encounters/Global Interactions) why because the amazing cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jerry Ingle:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be study. The
Unpredictability of the Past: Memories of the Asia-Pacific War in U.S.–East Asian Relations (American



Encounters/Global Interactions) can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare
time problems.
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