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Many scholars believe that the framers of the Constitution intended Congress to be the preeminent branch of
government. Indeed, no other legislature in the world approaches its power. Yet most Americans have only a
murky idea of how it works.
In The U.S. Congress, Donald A. Ritchie, a congressional historian for more than thirty years, takes readers
on a fascinating, behind-the-scenes tour of Capitol Hill--pointing out the key players, explaining their
behavior, and translating parliamentary language into plain English. No mere civics lesson, this eye-opening
book provides an insider's perspective on Congress, matched with a professional historian's analytical
insight. After a swift survey of the creation of Congress by the constitutional convention, he begins to
unscrew the nuts and pull out the bolts. What is it like to campaign for congress? To attract large donors? To
enter either house with no seniority? He answers these questions and more, explaining committee
assignments (and committee work), the role of staffers and lobbyists, floor proceedings, parliamentary rules,
and coalition building. Ritchie explores the great effort put into constituent service--as representatives and
senators respond to requests from groups and individuals--as well as media relations and news coverage. He
also explores how the grand concepts we all know from civics class--checks and balances, advise and
consent, congressional oversight--work in practice, in an age of strong presidents and a muscular Senate
minority (no matter which party is in that position).
In this sparkling addition to Oxford's Very Short Introduction series, Donald Ritchie moves beyond the
cynicism and the platitudes to provide a gem of a portrait of how Congress really works.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

This The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction can be one of
several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
anyone with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The U.S.
Congress: A Very Short Introduction giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Charles Alexander:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a e-book. The book The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
possesses high quality.

Sandra Gregory:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The U.S. Congress: A Very Short
Introduction e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty The U.S. Congress: A
Very Short Introduction as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can
break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Robert Dunham:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The U.S. Congress: A Very Short
Introduction to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about
book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it.
Beside that the reserve The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction can to be your new friend when you're



sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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