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In 1958, an African-American handyman named Jimmy Wilson was sentenced to die in Alabama for stealing
two dollars. Shocking as this sentence was, it was overturned only after intense international attention and
the interference of an embarrassed John Foster Dulles. Soon after the United States' segregated military
defeated a racist regime in World War II, American racism was a major concern of U.S. allies, a chief Soviet
propaganda theme, and an obstacle to American Cold War goals throughout Africa, Asia, and Latin America.
Each lynching harmed foreign relations, and "the Negro problem" became a central issue in every
administration from Truman to Johnson.

In what may be the best analysis of how international relations affected any domestic issue, Mary Dudziak
interprets postwar civil rights as a Cold War feature. She argues that the Cold War helped facilitate key
social reforms, including desegregation. Civil rights activists gained tremendous advantage as the
government sought to polish its international image. But improving the nation's reputation did not always
require real change. This focus on image rather than substance--combined with constraints on McCarthy-era
political activism and the triumph of law-and-order rhetoric--limited the nature and extent of progress.

Archival information, much of it newly available, supports Dudziak's argument that civil rights was Cold
War policy. But the story is also one of people: an African-American veteran of World War II lynched in
Georgia; an attorney general flooded by civil rights petitions from abroad; the teenagers who desegregated
Little Rock's Central High; African diplomats denied restaurant service; black artists living in Europe and
supporting the civil rights movement from overseas; conservative politicians viewing desegregation as a
communist plot; and civil rights leaders who saw their struggle eclipsed by Vietnam.

Never before has any scholar so directly connected civil rights and the Cold War. Contributing mightily to
our understanding of both, Dudziak advances--in clear and lively prose--a new wave of scholarship that
corrects isolationist tendencies in American history by applying an international perspective to domestic
affairs.

In her new preface, Dudziak discusses the way the Cold War figures into civil rights history, and details this
book's origins, as one question about civil rights could not be answered without broadening her research
from domestic to international influences on American history.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Adam:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American
Democracy (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America). You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the
Image of American Democracy (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jack Unger:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image
of American Democracy (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America). All type of book are you able
to see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Benita Eldridge:

This Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Democracy (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image of
American Democracy (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book
form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Julie Berkey:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of book
Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Democracy (Politics and Society in Twentieth-
Century America). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It



can bring you from one destination to other place.
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