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2013 Reprint of 1950 Edition. Full facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced with Optical Recognition
Software. There are four ancient histories of China. The second oldest is the Han Shu, the "Book of Han,"
which is divided into the Former Han and Later Han dynastic histories. Chapter 24 of the Former Han Shu,
dealing with food and money, comprises the bulk of this scholarly work. The value of the "Book of Han" lies
in the fact that it was written shortly after the period which it describes (the Former Han Dynasty covers the
period from 206 B.C. to A.D. 19). The historian had access to materials which have since been lost and, what
is more, was in a position to reproduce faithfully the spirit of the era. The shortcomings are, from an
economist's point of view, the lack of systematic specific in- formation on prices and on forms of economic
activity. Nevertheless, Han Shu 24 makes interesting reading. The author(s) recorded the then prevalent
belief that agriculture is the basis of all endeavor and that trade is a somewhat superfluous, and often wicked,
enterprise. Another idea preserved for posterity is that the forces of the market have to be contained. During
the Han period a number of emperors instituted complicated price-equalization programs for agricultural
commodities, and one of the early Han rulers unequivocally recognized that the demand for agricultural
commodities was highly inelastic. The orientation of this probably definitive translation is toward the
Chinese language scholar and, in a lesser way, toward the historian. The additional commentaries, of which
there are a number in the book, are slanted the same way.
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From reader reviews:

Brooke Jenkins:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Food & Money in Ancient China: The Earliest Economic
History of China to A.D. 25 [Han Shu 24] can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Anna Chew:

Beside this Food & Money in Ancient China: The Earliest Economic History of China to A.D. 25 [Han Shu
24] in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Food & Money in Ancient China: The Earliest
Economic History of China to A.D. 25 [Han Shu 24] because this book offers for you readable information.
Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Robert Shelby:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Food & Money in Ancient China: The Earliest Economic
History of China to A.D. 25 [Han Shu 24] can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this
one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn,
by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have
Food & Money in Ancient China: The Earliest Economic History of China to A.D. 25 [Han Shu 24].

Candace Edwards:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Food & Money in Ancient China: The Earliest Economic History of China to A.D. 25 [Han Shu 24]. You'll
be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from
one spot to other place.
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