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In the decades following the Civil War, nearly a quarter of African Americans achieved a remarkable
victory—they got their own land. While other ex-slaves and many poor whites became trapped in the
exploitative sharecropping system, these independence-seeking individuals settled on pockets of unclaimed
land that had been deemed too poor for farming and turned them into successful family farms. In these self-
sufficient rural communities, often known as "freedom colonies," African Americans created a refuge from
the discrimination and violence that routinely limited the opportunities of blacks in the Jim Crow South.

Freedom Colonies is the first book to tell the story of these independent African American settlements. Thad
Sitton and James Conrad focus on communities in Texas, where blacks achieved a higher percentage of land
ownership than in any other state of the Deep South. The authors draw on a vast reservoir of ex-slave
narratives, oral histories, written memoirs, and public records to describe how the freedom colonies formed
and to recreate the lifeways of African Americans who made their living by farming or in skilled trades such
as milling and blacksmithing. They also uncover the forces that led to the decline of the communities from
the 1930s onward, including economic hard times and the greed of whites who found legal and illegal means
of taking black-owned land. And they visit some of the remaining communities to discover how their
independent way of life endures into the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

The guide with title Freedom Colonies: Independent Black Texans in the Time of Jim Crow (Jack and Doris
Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You
can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Dewey Rascon:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Freedom Colonies: Independent Black Texans in the Time of Jim Crow (Jack and Doris Smothers
Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about
every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get ahead of. The Freedom Colonies: Independent Black Texans in the Time of Jim Crow (Jack
and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture) giving you one more experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us present
to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying
it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

James Crist:

You may get this Freedom Colonies: Independent Black Texans in the Time of Jim Crow (Jack and Doris
Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing
or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book
are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Faye Springer:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Freedom Colonies: Independent Black
Texans in the Time of Jim Crow (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture) or
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need



to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Freedom Colonies: Independent Black Texans in the Time of Jim Crow (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in
Texas History, Life, and Culture) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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