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How is it possible that Earth's atmospheric temperature has remained perfectly suited to supporting life for
billions of years? Why do oxygen levels in the atmosphere remain relatively stable when only a minuscule
increase would cause everything on Earth to spontaneously combust? Why are the oceans salty, but not salty
enough to make them uninhabitable? In the 1960s, an English scientist names James Lovelock formulated a
groundbreaking and highly controversial explanation: Earth is alive.

Naming his theory after the ancient Greek earth goddess, Lovelock's "Gaia hypothesis" argued that
everything on the planet?air, water, soil, and living organisms?somehow act together in a global, self-
organizing system to maintain conditions suitable to sustaining and perpetuating life. Lovelock speculated
that the geosphere and biosphere were interdependent and that every part of the Earth system worked in
symbiotic harmony with every other part. Once considered more science fiction than legitimate science, the
Gaia hypothesis was met with indifference, and even hostility, when it was first revealed. The theory only
started to gain widespread attention when emerging issues such as environmental degradation and global
warming proved that a single species?humans?could radically upset the ecological and atmospheric balance
of the planet. While Gaia attracted a quasi-religious following among environmentalists and New Age
spiritualists, it was still largely viewed with skepticism by the scientific community. But over the past few
decades, many of Lovelock's ideas have led to significant breakthroughs. In fact, the Gaia hypothesis has
developed into a guiding principle for a vast range of discrete inquiries into how the Earth works, often
referred to as "Earth system science" or "geophysiology." Telling the story of this maverick pioneer and his
long struggle to gain respectability, Lovelock and Gaia explains how Lovelock's remarkable hypothesis is
gradually ushering in a scientific revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Williams:

The book Lovelock and Gaia: Signs of Life (Revolutions in Science) make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Lovelock and Gaia:
Signs of Life (Revolutions in Science) to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you
like open and read a e-book Lovelock and Gaia: Signs of Life (Revolutions in Science). Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Dwight Ambrose:

This book untitled Lovelock and Gaia: Signs of Life (Revolutions in Science) to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Sophia Hardee:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Lovelock and Gaia: Signs of Life (Revolutions in Science) your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Lovelock and Gaia: Signs of Life (Revolutions in
Science) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Rudy Hendren:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Lovelock and Gaia: Signs of Life (Revolutions in
Science) can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Lovelock and Gaia: Signs of Life (Revolutions in
Science).
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