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Although purpose-built fighting ships had existed earlier, the principal characteristics of the classic sailing
warship were only defined in the mid-seventeenth century, when the emergence of strong central
governments, as in Cromwell's Commonwealth or the France of Louis XIV, combined with the novel line-
ahead tactics to produce, for the first time, national fleets of reasonably similar line-of-battle ships.
As the battleship became more distinct, the need for a specialized cruising ship became apparent -
particularly as warfare became more global - and from this the frigate was born. Gradually during this
period, myriad types of crafts were adapted for naval use. The central emphasis of this volume is the
increasing specialization of the fleet and the evolution of each ship type, down to the period when the
installation of the steam engine sparked another revolution in tactics and technology.
While some naval historians have imparted little relative importance to this era, it will be clear from the
chapters that follow that between 1650-1840 the wooden warship became not only larger, better constructed
and more powerfully armed, but the very nature of its capabilities was changed dramatically. From being
little better than a coastal, summer-only force, the battlefleet and its consorts developed into a powerful and
flexible weapon that could be employed in virtually any seas, in all but the heaviest weather, all year round.
The worldwide campaigns of the late eighteenth century, or the ceaseless drudgery of blockade duty, were
only made possible by enhanced seaworthiness and more rugged contstruction, so with this instrument, sea
power became a far more powerful and influential factor in world history.
Lavishly illustrated, this informative reference guide includes over 175 drawings, 35 black-and-white photos
and over 25 tables. It is a must for anyone interested in a detailed account of a technology that has shaped
human history.
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From reader reviews:

Roberto Reyes:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Line of Battle: The Sailing Warship
1650-1840 (Conway's History of the Ship) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or appropriate book with you?

Charles Montiel:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Line of Battle: The Sailing Warship 1650-1840 (Conway's
History of the Ship) can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Michael Davis:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Line of Battle: The
Sailing Warship 1650-1840 (Conway's History of the Ship) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick The Line of
Battle: The Sailing Warship 1650-1840 (Conway's History of the Ship) become your own personal starter.

James Shockley:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known
as of book The Line of Battle: The Sailing Warship 1650-1840 (Conway's History of the Ship). You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one destination to other place.
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