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The "information society" is real. Information - as a marketable commodity - is quickly taking up the
powerful role once held by heavy industry and manufactured products. How this revolution is affecting
society, and how both society and government are responding to it, is the subject of this book. Every
dimension of social life, whether in the home or the workplace, is affected by information and the
technologies that shape it into a marketable commodity. Along with the positive aspects of these broad
changes, there are inevitable problems: the growing gap between the information rich and poor, the need for
widespread access to communication and information technology, the threat to privacy, and the potential of
the technology to create global instabilities. The editors have enlisted specialists and scholars in business,
communication studies, computing and information science, economics, law, library science, political
science, and sociology to examine these changes and problems by looking at information specifically as a
commodity. The book begins with chapters on ways of seeing and thinking about information in the light of
developments in computer communication technology. The ability of the technology to measure and monitor
information transactions and to package and repackage information products leads to fresh views on the
nature of industrial society, perhaps leading to the development of what Robins and Webster refer to as
"cybernetic capitalism". These theoretical chapters are followed by studies that identify and examine specific
problems in the political economy of information. These include how business is making information a
marketable commodity, how government is responding to this development, the implications for access to
information, privacy, social class divisions, and specific impacts on the home and workplace. The
concluding chapters consider the global significance of transforming information into a marketable product
with specific studies on Europe, Asia, and the efforts of Third World nations to overcome disparities in the
information society.
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From reader reviews:

John Harrison:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take The Political Economy of Information (Studies in
Communication & Society) as the daily resource information.

Theodore Pritchard:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Political Economy
of Information (Studies in Communication & Society) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Political Economy of Information (Studies in
Communication & Society)is the one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
know the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So
that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Michael Davis:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this The Political
Economy of Information (Studies in Communication & Society).

Margaret Parker:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the top
list in your reading list is definitely The Political Economy of Information (Studies in Communication &
Society). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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