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In contrast to later imperial pursuits in Mexico, Cuba, and the Philippines, the early United States extended
its boundaries through less sensational modes of territorialization: land deals, slavery expansion, treaty
diplomacy, immigration and settlement, and the addition of new states on the border. Never the exclusive
top-down product of any single strategic plan, empire building relied rather on a hazy, ever-shifting
boundary between state and non-state action.

Territories of Empire examines the border writings of U.S. explorers, politicians, travelers, novelists,
merchants, newspapermen, and other eye-witnesses to the rapid expansion of the United States in the
aftermath of the Louisiana Purchase. It traces how different authors and texts imagined the relations between
nation-state and border and reveals how continental ambitions were achieved through the uneven and
unpredictable process of territorialization. Andy Doolen looks to writings as dissimilar as Kentucky
newspaper accounts of the Aaron Burr conspiracy, the explorer Zebulon Pike's 1810 account of making
peace with the Santee Sioux before becoming terribly lost near the upper Rio Grande, and Timothy Flint's
1826 novel about a young New Englander who fights in the Mexican independence struggle in showing how
national sentiments were galvanized in support of greater territorial and commercial growth. To this end,
Doolen makes clear how both private citizens and government officials collectively authored the spatial logic
of a continental republic.

Combining textual analysis with theories of transnationalism and empire, Territories of Empire reconstructs
the development of a continental imaginary highly attuned to the objectives of U.S. imperialism, while often
betraying an unsettling awareness of resistance and diversity beyond the border.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Maas:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give
you a lot of new data. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one
of a number of ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you
more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Territories of Empire: U.S. Writing from the Louisiana Purchase to Mexican Independence
(Oxford Studies in American Literary History), you could tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Jean Spence:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is usually Territories of Empire: U.S. Writing from the Louisiana Purchase to Mexican
Independence (Oxford Studies in American Literary History).

Cheryl Taylor:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Territories of Empire: U.S. Writing
from the Louisiana Purchase to Mexican Independence (Oxford Studies in American Literary History), you
are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Shirley Pedro:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Territories of Empire: U.S. Writing from
the Louisiana Purchase to Mexican Independence (Oxford Studies in American Literary History) book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Territories of Empire: U.S. Writing from the Louisiana



Purchase to Mexican Independence (Oxford Studies in American Literary History) as good book not merely
by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its deal
with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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