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Two thousand years ago, the Qin/Han and Roman empires were the largest political entities of the ancient
world, developing simultaneously yet independently at opposite ends of Eurasia. Although their territories
constituted only a small percentage of the global land mass, these two Eurasian polities controlled up to half
of the world population and endured longer than most pre-modern imperial states. Similarly, their eventual
collapse occurred during the same time.

The parallel nature of the Qin/Han and Roman empires has rarely been studied comparatively. Yet here is a
collection of pioneering case studies, compiled by Walter Scheidel, that sheds new light on the prominent
aspects of imperial state formation. This essential new volume builds on the foundation of Scheidel's Rome
and China (2009), and opens up a comparative dialogue among distinguished scholars. They provide unique
insights into the complexities of imperial rule, including the relationship between rulers and elite groups, the
funding of state agents, the determinants of urban development, and the rise of bureaucracies. By bringing
together experts in each civilization, State Power in Ancient China and Rome provides a unique forum to
explore social evolution, helping us further understand government and power relations in the ancient world.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Sturgill:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book State Power in Ancient China
and Rome (Oxford Studies in Early Empires). All type of book could you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

David Barr:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This State Power in Ancient China and Rome (Oxford Studies in Early Empires)
book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer associated with State Power in Ancient China and Rome (Oxford Studies in Early Empires)
content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking State Power in Ancient China and
Rome (Oxford Studies in Early Empires) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Stephen Hancock:

This book untitled State Power in Ancient China and Rome (Oxford Studies in Early Empires) to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your
list.

Jocelyn Harper:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like State Power in Ancient China and
Rome (Oxford Studies in Early Empires) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.
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