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Feminists, socialists, Afro-Puerto Rican activists, and elite politicians join laundresses, prostitutes, and
dissatisfied wives in populating the pages of Imposing Decency. Through her analyses of Puerto Rican anti-
prostitution campaigns, attempts at reforming marriage, and working-class ideas about free love, Eileen J.
Suárez Findlay exposes the race-related double standards of sexual norms and practices in Puerto Rico
between 1870 and 1920, the period that witnessed Puerto Rico’s shift from Spanish to U.S. colonialism.
In showing how political projects and alliances in Puerto Rico were affected by racially contingent
definitions of “decency” and “disreputability,” Findlay argues that attempts at moral reform and the state’s
repression of “sexually dangerous” women were weapons used in batttles between elite and popular,
American and Puerto Rican, and black and white. Based on a thorough analysis of popular and elite
discourses found in both literature and official archives, Findlay contends that racialized sexual norms and
practices were consistently a central component in the construction of social and political orders. The
campaigns she analyzes include an attempt at moral reform by elite male liberals and a movement designed
to enhance the family and cleanse urban space that ultimately translated into repression against symbollically
darkened prostitutes. Findlay also explores how U.S. officials strove to construct a new colonial order by
legalizing divorce and how feminist, labor, and Afro-Puerto Rican political demands escalated after World
War I, often focusing on the rehabilitation and defense of prostitutes.
Imposing Decency forces us to rethink previous interpretations of political chronologies as well as reigning
conceptualizations of both liberalism and the early working-class in Puerto Rico. Her work will appeal to
scholars with an interest in Puerto Rican or Latin American studies, sexuality and national identity, women
in Latin America, and general women’s studies.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Cole:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Imposing Decency: The Politics of Sexuality and Race
in Puerto Rico, 1870–1920 (American Encounters/Global Interactions). You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Imposing
Decency: The Politics of Sexuality and Race in Puerto Rico, 1870–1920 (American Encounters/Global
Interactions). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad
you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a
book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go
to the library. Let's examine.

Roberta Haile:

Imposing Decency: The Politics of Sexuality and Race in Puerto Rico, 1870–1920 (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Imposing Decency: The Politics of
Sexuality and Race in Puerto Rico, 1870–1920 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) but doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can
be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Alex Tipton:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just telling
lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Imposing Decency: The Politics of Sexuality and
Race in Puerto Rico, 1870–1920 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) can be the solution, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

John Cheung:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Imposing Decency: The Politics of Sexuality and Race in Puerto



Rico, 1870–1920 (American Encounters/Global Interactions) can make you really feel more interested to
read.
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