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Urban conflagrations, such as the Great Chicago Fire of 1871 and the Great Boston Fire the following year,
terrorized the citizens of nineteenth-century American cities. However, urban rebirth in the aftermath of
great fires offered a chance to shape the future. Ultimately residents and planners created sweeping changes
in the methods of constructing buildings, planning city streets, engineering water distribution systems,
underwriting fire insurance, and firefighting itself. Crucible of Fire describes how the practical knowledge
gained from fighting nineteenth-century fires gave form and function to modern fire protection efforts.
Changes in materials and building design resulted directly from tragedies such as fires in supposedly
fireproof hotels. Thousands of buildings burned, millions of dollars were lost, the fire insurance industry
faltered, and the nature of volunteerism changed radically before municipal authorities took the necessary
actions. The great fires formed a crucible of learning for firefighters, engineers, architects, underwriters, and
citizens. Veteran firefighter Bruce Hensler shows how the modern American fire service today is a direct
result of the lessons of history and a rethinking of the efficacy of volunteerism in fighting fires. Crucible of
Fire is an eye-opening look at today’s fire service and a thorough examination of what firefighters, civic
leaders, and ordinary citizens can do to protect their homes and communities from the mistakes of the past.
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From reader reviews:

Whitney Obrien:

The publication with title Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires and the Making of the Modern
Fire Service has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book
will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone,
so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Dollie Simmons:

Precisely why? Because this Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires and the Making of the
Modern Fire Service is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or
you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Shameka Smith:

Beside that Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires and the Making of the Modern Fire Service in
your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires
and the Making of the Modern Fire Service because this book offers to your account readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up
to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from
today!

Phillip Vargas:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top record
in your reading list will be Crucible of Fire: Nineteenth-Century Urban Fires and the Making of the Modern
Fire Service. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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