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Many cultures have myths about self-imitation, stories about people who pretend to be someone else
pretending to be them, in effect masquerading as themselves. This great theme, in literature and in life, tells
us that people put on masks to discover who they really are under the masks they usually wear, so that the
mask reveals rather than conceals the self beneath the self.
In this book, noted scholar of Hinduism and mythology Wendy Doniger offers a cross-cultural exploration of
the theme of self-impersonation, whose widespread occurrence argues for both its literary power and its
human value. The stories she considers range from ancient Indian literature through medieval European
courtly literature and Shakespeare to Hollywood and Bollywood. They illuminate a basic human way of
negotiating reality, illusion, identity, and authenticity, not to mention memory, amnesia, and the process of
aging. Many of them involve marriage and adultery, for tales of sexual betrayal cut to the heart of the crisis
of identity.
These stories are extreme examples of what we common folk do, unconsciously, every day. Few of us
actually put on masks that replicate our faces, but it is not uncommon for us to become travesties of
ourselves, particularly as we age and change. We often slip carelessly across the permeable boundary
between the un-self-conscious self-indulgence of our most idiosyncratic mannerisms and the conscious
attempt to give the people who know us, personally or publicly, the version of ourselves that they expect.
Myths of self-imitation open up for us the possibility of multiple selves and the infinite regress of self-
discovery.
Drawing on a dizzying array of tales-some fact, some fiction-The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She
Was is a fascinating and learned trip through centuries of culture, guided by a scholar of incomparable wit
and erudition.
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From reader reviews:

Martina Joseph:

The feeling that you get from The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She Was: Myths of Self-Imitation may
be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She
Was: Myths of Self-Imitation giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
kind of The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She Was: Myths of Self-Imitation instantly.

Gene Kistler:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She
Was: Myths of Self-Imitation can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jennifer Bell:

Exactly why? Because this The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She Was: Myths of Self-Imitation is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret
it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
e-book store hurriedly.

Keith Mayo:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This e-book The Woman Who Pretended to Be Who She Was: Myths of Self-
Imitation was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at



this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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