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On the morning of September 11, 2001, the entire world was introduced to Al Qaeda and its enigmatic
leader, Osama bin Laden. But the organization that changed the face of terrorism forever and unleashed a
whirlwind of counterterrorism activity and two major wars had been on the scene long before that eventful
morning. In Al Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the Global Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to Know,
Daniel L. Byman, an eminent scholar of Middle East terrorism and international security who served on the
9/11 Commission, provides a sharp and concise overview of Al Qaeda, from its humble origins in the
mountains of Afghanistan to the present, explaining its perseverance and adaptation since 9/11 and the limits
of U.S. and allied counterterrorism efforts.

The organization that would come to be known as Al Qaeda traces its roots to the anti-Soviet jihad in
Afghanistan in the 1980s. Founded as the Soviets withdrew from Afghanistan, Al Qaeda achieved a degree
of international notoriety with a series of spectacular attacks in the 1990s; however, it was the dramatic
assaults on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon on 9/11 that truly launched Al Qaeda onto the global
stage. The attacks endowed the organization with world-historical importance and provoked an
overwhelming counterattack by the United States and other western countries. Within a year of 9/11, the core
of Al Qaeda had been chased out of Afghanistan and into a variety of refuges across the Muslim world.
Splinter groups and franchised offshoots were active in the 2000s in countries like Pakistan, Iraq, and
Yemen, but by early 2011, after more than a decade of relentless counterterrorism efforts by the United
States and other Western military and intelligence services, most felt that Al Qaeda's moment had passed.
With the death of Osama bin Laden in May of that year, many predicted that Al Qaeda was in its death
throes. Shockingly, Al Qaeda has staged a remarkable comeback in the last few years. In almost every
conflict in the Muslim world, from portions of the Xanjing region in northwest China to the African
subcontinent, Al Qaeda franchises or like-minded groups have played a role. Al Qaeda's extreme Salafist
ideology continues to appeal to radicalized Sunni Muslims throughout the world, and it has successfully
altered its organizational structure so that it can both weather America's enduring full-spectrum assault and
tailor its message to specific audiences.

Authoritative and highly readable, Byman's account offers readers insightful and penetrating answers to the
fundamental questions about Al Qaeda: who they are, where they came from, where they're going-and,
perhaps most critically-what we can do about it.

What Everyone Needs to Know® is a registered trademark of Oxford University Press.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Wilson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Al Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the Global
Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to Know® to read.

Marvin Seto:

This Al Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the Global Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to Know®
usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of
this Al Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the Global Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to Know® can be
one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but
feed you with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this Al Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the Global Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to Know® giving
you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could
it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Juana Houck:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Al
Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the Global Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to Know® suitable to
you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Al Qaeda, the
Islamic State, and the Global Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to Know®is the main one of several
books which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in
the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you
a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Jennifer Smith:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this



one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely Al Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the Global Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to
Know®.
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