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Are we alone in the universe? Almost certainly not.

In First Contact, Marc Kaufman provides a gripping tour of the magnificent new science of astrobiology that
is closing in on the discovery of extraterrestrial life. In recent decades, scientists generally held that the
genesis of life was unique to Earth: It was too delicate a process, and the conditions needed to support it too
fragile, for it to exist anywhere else. But we are now on the verge of the biggest discovery since Copernicus
and Galileo told us that Earth is not at the center of the universe. New scientific breakthroughs have
revolutionized our assumptions about the building blocks of life and where it may be found. Scientists have
hunted down and identified exoplanets, those mysterious balls in the universe that orbit distant suns not too
different from our own. They have discovered extremophiles, the extraordinary microbes that thrive in
environments of intense heat or cold that may mimic the inhospitable conditions of other planets. They have
landed rovers on Mars and detected its methane, a possible signature of past life. And they have created
sophisticated equipment to sweep the sky for distant radio signals and to explore the deep icebound lakes of
Antarctica. Each of these developments has brought forth a new generation of out-of-the-box researchers,
adventurers, and thinkers who are each part Carl Sagan, part Indiana Jones, part Watson and Crick—and part
forensic specialists on CSI: Mars.

In this masterful book, Kaufman takes us to the frontiers of astrobiology’s quest for extraterrestrial life and
shows how this quest is inextricably linked with the quest to understand life on Earth. He takes us deep under
the glaciers of Antarctica, into the mouth of an Alaskan volcano, and beneath the Earth into the unbearable
heat of a South African mine, and leads us to the world’s driest desert. For thousands of years, humans have
wondered about who and what might be living beyond the confines of our planet. First Contact transports us
into the cosmos to bring those musings back to Earth and recast our humanity.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Gonzales:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called First Contact:
Scientific Breakthroughs in the Hunt for Life Beyond Earth? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Christine Hook:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this First Contact: Scientific Breakthroughs in
the Hunt for Life Beyond Earth e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt First Contact:
Scientific Breakthroughs in the Hunt for Life Beyond Earth as good book but not only by the cover but also
from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing
yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Sean Owens:

This First Contact: Scientific Breakthroughs in the Hunt for Life Beyond Earth is great book for you because
the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having First Contact: Scientific Breakthroughs in the Hunt for Life Beyond Earth in your hand
like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Kathleen Sinclair:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the First Contact: Scientific Breakthroughs in the Hunt for Life Beyond Earth when you necessary
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