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William Grimes (1784-1865) was the son of Benjamin Grymes, the rich owner of a plantation in King James
County, Virginia, and an enslaved servant of Grymes's neighbor, a Dr. Steward. William Grimes served at
least ten different masters in Virginia, Maryland, and Georgia, working in such varied positions as house
servant, valet, field worker, stable boy, and coachman. He was a light-skinned slave, a fact that enabled him
to pass as white on various occasions. Oftentimes he was severely mistreated by both his masters and his
fellow slaves, and Grimes also endured physical abuse in the house and in the field, and at times became
combative or despondent. He escaped slavery in 1814 by stowing away on a ship bound for New York and
became an entrepreneur in New England. He eventually settled in New Haven, Connecticut, and married
Clarissa Caesar in 1817. They had eighteen children together, twelve of whom survived. After eventually
finding a small measure of success, Grimes lost all of his property when his master discovered his location
and forced him to buy his freedom or risk being returned to slavery. Grimes wrote the Life of William
Grimes and published it in 1825, hoping to regain some of his lost funds. He published a second edition of
his autobiography in 1855, updating it with humorous anecdotes and tempering some of his earlier bitterness.
Grimes died in August 1865. The Life of William Grimes was the first book-length autobiography written by
a fugitive American slave, and its publication. Furthermore, The Life of William Grimes is an important
early text in the slave narrative genre, and it provides a raw and engaging first-hand account of the institution
of slavery, unmediated by Abolitionist political aims.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Nathanson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Life of William
Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

William Stewart:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself book
is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer of Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself content conveys prospect easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by
Himself is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Mark McKinney:

The feeling that you get from Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself may be the
more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written
by Himself giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Life of William Grimes, the
Runaway Slave. Written by Himself instantly.

Donna Solano:

Beside this kind of Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself in your phone, it can
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what
it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend



here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this
book and read it from today!
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