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One of The Economist's 2011 Books of the Year

THE TRUE BUT UNLIKELY STORIES OF LIVES DEVOTED?ABSURDLY!
MELANCHOLICALLY! BEAUTIFULLY!?TO THE RUSSIAN CLASSICS

No one who read Elif Batuman's first article (in the journal n+1) will ever forget it. "Babel in California"
told the true story of various human destinies intersecting at Stanford University during a conference about
the enigmatic writer Isaac Babel. Over the course of several pages, Batuman managed to misplace Babel's
last living relatives at the San Francisco airport, uncover Babel's secret influence on the making of King
Kong, and introduce her readers to a new voice that was unpredictable, comic, humane, ironic, charming,
poignant, and completely, unpretentiously full of love for literature.

Batuman's subsequent pieces?for The New Yorker, Harper's Magazine, and the London Review of Books?
have made her one of the most sought-after and admired writers of her generation, and its best traveling
companion. In The Possessed we watch her investigate a possible murder at Tolstoy's ancestral estate. We go
with her to Stanford, Switzerland, and St. Petersburg; retrace Pushkin's wanderings in the Caucasus; learn
why Old Uzbek has one hundred different words for crying; and see an eighteenth-century ice palace
reconstructed on the Neva.

Love and the novel, the individual in history, the existential plight of the graduate student: all find their place
in The Possessed. Literally and metaphorically following the footsteps of her favorite authors, Batuman
searches for the answers to the big questions in the details of lived experience, combining fresh readings of
the great Russians, from Pushkin to Platonov, with the sad and funny stories of the lives they continue to
influence?including her own.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Donovan:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also
they write about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth
always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book.
One of them is this The Possessed: Adventures with Russian Books and the People Who Read Them.

Benjamin Martinez:

The reason? Because this The Possessed: Adventures with Russian Books and the People Who Read Them is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Yvonne Webb:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Possessed: Adventures with Russian
Books and the People Who Read Them can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Michael Ogden:

You can obtain this The Possessed: Adventures with Russian Books and the People Who Read Them by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-
date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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