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“Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field.” With those
words in Genesis, God condemns the serpent for tempting Adam and Eve, and the serpent has shouldered the
blame ever since. But how would the study of religion change if we looked at the Fall from the snake’s point
of view? Would he appear as a bringer of wisdom, more generous than the God who wishes to keep his
creation ignorant? 

Inspired by the early Gnostics who took that startling view, Jeffrey J. Kripal uses the serpent as a starting
point for a groundbreaking reconsideration of religious studies and its methods. In a series of related essays,
he moves beyond both rational and faith-based approaches to religion, exploring the erotics of the gospels
and the sexualities of Jesus, John, and Mary Magdalene. He considers Feuerbach’s Gnosticism, the untapped
mystical potential of comparative religion, and even the modern mythology of the X-Men. 

Ultimately, The Serpent’s Gift is a provocative call for a complete reorientation of religious studies, aimed at
a larger understanding of the world, the self, and the divine.
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From reader reviews:

Gale Kizer:

This book untitled The Serpent's Gift: Gnostic Reflections on the Study of Religion to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon
it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

William Wood:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a book. The book The Serpent's Gift: Gnostic Reflections on the Study of Religion it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book has high quality.

Deborah Lacey:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is The Serpent's Gift: Gnostic Reflections on the Study of Religion this
book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented
so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Megan Jordan:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Serpent's Gift:
Gnostic Reflections on the Study of Religion which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.
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