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The Empress Dowager Cixi (1835-1908) brought destruction to the Qing Dynasty, the last feudal dynasty in
the long history of China. Written with remarkable charm and verve, this book is a delightful exploration of
the history of her extraordinary life and long reign, relating both historical facts and apocryphal anecdotes
about her private affairs. How did she climb from the bottom rung of the ladder as an ordinary ambitious girl
to the top rung of power as an empress dowager? How did she grow from an inexperienced girl to a mature
politician who managed to maintain her sovereign status for 48 years?

In all the history of China, only two women ever conquered and held the heights of power. Both enjoyed
long reigns characterized by ruthless intrigue; they maintained an iron grip at the center while the vast
country was torn by rebellions and caught up in foreign wars. Through their policy decisions as well as their
personal foibles, both left a deep imprint in history and in the minds of the Chinese people, fueling literature
and legend.
Fighting to maintain her power base, Empress Cixi struggled with the need to modernize the painfully
backward empire she had inherited while honoring age-old traditions. She studied previous rulers' failures
and achievements, and especially followed the example of Wu-Hou, who had elevated herself from
concubine to empress some 1200 years earlier, showing that a woman could be a successful ruler.
The stories that follow, some legendary, offer a glimpse of life during the declining days of the last Chinese
dynasty. Popular rebellions, foreign wars, devastating floods and drought-induced famines killed tens of
millions in the 19th century. Cixi learned her lessons well. She fended off every adversary, prolonging her
reign for 48 years. But all her craft and guile were not enough to repair the internal divisions and preserve
traditional China against the onslaught of modernity, of Europe, and of her Asian neighbors.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Gibson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Empress Dowager Cixi: China's Last Dynasty and the
Long Reign of a Formidable Concubine : Legends and Lives During the Declining Days of the Qing
Dynasty. Try to the actual book Empress Dowager Cixi: China's Last Dynasty and the Long Reign of a
Formidable Concubine : Legends and Lives During the Declining Days of the Qing Dynasty as your good
friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Eric Hough:

The particular book Empress Dowager Cixi: China's Last Dynasty and the Long Reign of a Formidable
Concubine : Legends and Lives During the Declining Days of the Qing Dynasty will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Empress Dowager Cixi: China's Last Dynasty and the
Long Reign of a Formidable Concubine : Legends and Lives During the Declining Days of the Qing Dynasty
is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Megan Kelly:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book Empress Dowager Cixi: China's Last Dynasty and the Long
Reign of a Formidable Concubine : Legends and Lives During the Declining Days of the Qing Dynasty it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
features high quality.

Jerry Brower:

Beside this Empress Dowager Cixi: China's Last Dynasty and the Long Reign of a Formidable Concubine :



Legends and Lives During the Declining Days of the Qing Dynasty in your phone, it could give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Empress Dowager Cixi: China's Last Dynasty and the Long Reign of a Formidable
Concubine : Legends and Lives During the Declining Days of the Qing Dynasty because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along with
read it from now!
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