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The romance novel has the strange distinction of being the most popular but least respected of literary
genres. While it remains consistently dominant in bookstores and on best-seller lists, it is also widely
dismissed by the critical community. Scholars have alleged that romance novels help create subservient
readers, who are largely women, by confining heroines to stories that ignore issues other than love and
marriage. Pamela Regis argues that such critical studies fail to take into consideration the personal choice of
readers, offer any true definition of the romance novel, or discuss the nature and scope of the genre.
Presenting the counterclaim that the romance novel does not enslave women but, on the contrary, is about
celebrating freedom and joy, Regis offers a definition that provides critics with an expanded vocabulary for
discussing a genre that is both classic and contemporary, sexy and entertaining. Taking the stance that the
popular romance novel is a work of literature with a brilliant pedigree, Regis asserts that it is also a very old,
stable form. She traces the literary history of the romance novel from canonical works such as Richardson's
Pamela through Austen's Pride and Prejudice, Bronte's Jane Eyre, and E. M. Hull's The Sheik, and then turns
to more contemporary works such as the novels of Georgette Heyer, Mary Stewart, Janet Dailey, Jayne Ann
Krentz, and Nora Roberts.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Walsh:

This book untitled [(A Natural History of the Romance Novel)] [Author: Pamela Regis] published on (June,
2003) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet
or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements
to past this publication from your list.

Kay Roberts:

This [(A Natural History of the Romance Novel)] [Author: Pamela Regis] published on (June, 2003) is great
e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can
declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having [(A Natural History of the Romance Novel)] [Author: Pamela Regis] published
on (June, 2003) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular.
We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in
which?

Viola Ball:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the
top list in your reading list is usually [(A Natural History of the Romance Novel)] [Author: Pamela Regis]
published on (June, 2003). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Shawn Clay:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book [(A Natural History of the Romance Novel)]
[Author: Pamela Regis] published on (June, 2003) to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the guide [(A Natural History of the



Romance Novel)] [Author: Pamela Regis] published on (June, 2003) can to be your brand-new friend when
you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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