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Photo opportunities, ten-second sound bites, talking heads and celebrity anchors: so the world is explained
daily to millions of Americans. The result, according to the experts, is an ignorant public, helpless targets of
a one-way flow of carefully filtered and orchestrated communication. Common Knowledge shatters this
pervasive myth. Reporting on a ground-breaking study, the authors reveal that our shared knowledge and
evolving political beliefs are determined largely by how we actively reinterpret the images, fragments, and
signals we find in the mass media.

For their study, the authors analyzed coverage of 150 television and newspaper stories on five prominent
issues—drugs, AIDS, South African apartheid, the Strategic Defense Initiative, and the stock market crash of
October 1987. They tested audience responses of more than 1,600 people, and conducted in-depth interviews
with a select sample. What emerges is a surprisingly complex picture of people actively and critically
interpreting the news, making sense of even the most abstract issues in terms of their own lives, and finding
political meaning in a sophisticated interplay of message, medium, and firsthand experience.

At every turn, Common Knowledge refutes conventional wisdom. It shows that television is far more
effective at raising the saliency of issues and promoting learning than is generally assumed; it also
undermines the assumed causal connection between newspaper reading and higher levels of political
knowledge. Finally, this book gives a deeply responsible and thoroughly fascinating account of how the
news is conveyed to us, and how we in turn convey it to others, making meaning of at once so much and so
little. For anyone who makes the news—or tries to make anything of it—Common Knowledge promises
uncommon wisdom.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Lewis:

The feeling that you get from Common Knowledge: News and the Construction of Political Meaning
(American Politics and Political Economy Series) will be the more deep you looking the information that
hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Common Knowledge: News and the Construction of Political Meaning (American Politics
and Political Economy Series) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this Common Knowledge: News and the Construction of Political Meaning (American Politics and
Political Economy Series) instantly.

John King:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Common Knowledge: News and the Construction of Political Meaning (American Politics and Political
Economy Series) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Common
Knowledge: News and the Construction of Political Meaning (American Politics and Political Economy
Series) giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Julio Keith:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book you
can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Common Knowledge: News and the Construction of Political Meaning (American Politics and
Political Economy Series) will give you new experience in reading a book.

Karen Johnson:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than



other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list will be Common Knowledge: News and the Construction of Political
Meaning (American Politics and Political Economy Series). This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide
you can get many advantages.
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